
CERT Auxiliary Working Group 
Summary 

Saturday, July12, 2025 

In attendance:  Lynn Gainey, David Dean, Ken Braly, Doreen O’Donovan, Joyce Smith, 
Chris Jong, Liz Taylor Selling, Dan Selling, Sharon Spence, JoMarie Faulkerson, and 
Mary Edmund 

• Welcome & Announcements:   
o National CERT Conference Aug 6-9 in Indianapolis, IN 
o Radio Exercise, Sunday, Sep 7, 1-3 pm Blue Ball Park  
     https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45ADA62FA7F4C61-57557497-murs 
 

• New Issues: 
o Team Leader Meetings 

§ For the foreseeable future WG Meetings on zoom will  replace the 
quarterly Team Leader meetings. Over the past 2 years, more Team 
Leaders attended the WG meetings then their quarterly meetings.  

§ Any Team Leader may arrange a specific meeting with commitment to 
send out agenda, manage the meeting and distribute the summary. 

§ WG meetings are held on zoom on the 2nd Saturday of each month from 
10-noon. An in-person WG meeting is held every December.  

o Auxiliary Staff Vacancies 
§ Looking for interested individuals to join CERT Auxiliary staff 
§ Need to replace Bill Monroe and Dawn Mackey who worked in 

operations and planning. Staff works as team with cross training in all 
areas. 

§ We welcome CERTs who may help with some of the positions aspects 
with specific tasks instead of the total role.  

§ Those interested contact certauxiliary@gmail.com for more information 
o Firewise Inquiry 

§ We have had a request from the SCC Long Term Recovery Group for 
information regarding location of CERTs who may be helpful in 
community education regarding home loss from wildfire. Also to 
identify areas with a dearth of CERT or Firewise individuals. 

§ SCC was selected as a pilot project with Zest.ai to support outreach. 
They are in the business of selling info to insurance companies, real 
estate folks and property owners. 

§ Privacy policy allows only a map of location of CERTs with no 
personal information.  

 
• Reports/Ongoing Discussion 

o Team Leader position Description  



§ The draft description was partially reviewed and there was much 
discussion with recommended changes (attached).  Next month the 
review will continue—recommend sending the changes to Catherine 
before the meeting — cityofsantacruzcert@gmail.com  

o Shelter Training 
§ In discussion with OR3, Red Cross, County Public Health, and Medical 

Reserve Corps (MRC) concerning tabletop exercise in the Fall using 
CERTs and MRC for support with emergency sheltering.   Red Cross 
Shelter Training for CERTs is scheduled for Saturday, Aug 2 .  

o CERT Training 
§ Basic Training restarts in late August 
§ Continuing Education — John Collins Manager 

• Shelter Training, Saturday, Aug 2 from 9am-1pm at the EOC — 
class filled 

§ Active Shooter Debrief 
• Successful activation at Soquel HS -- campus was open – CERTs 

liked new pre-event briefing on zoom – 125 shifts totaling 448.3 
hours – there was a lot of activity including practice radio work 

 
• Team Leader Reports 

o Doreen O’Donovan, Central County —meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 
31. 

o David Dean, Live Oak/Soquel — Last meeting canceled — next will be in 
September.— meetings are now in-person and on zoom (hybrid) may change 
to quarterly schedule 

o Catherine L. Green, City of Santa Cruz —working with CERT Fire Manager, 
Meridith Albert —on Race the Waves event combined with a preparedness 
event with CERT tabling — Saturday, Sep 13. 

o Liz Taylor-Selling, Felton Area — June meeting canceled to promote active 
shooter event -- more MURS training including supporting non-CERT radio 
training — working with Firewise and sharing table at events. 
 

• Staff Roundtable 
No comment  

 
Next meeting Saturday, August 9 from 10-noon on zoom 

 


