
 
 
                                     

            CERT Auxiliary Working Group 
       Summary 

                          Saturday, November 8, 2025 
 

In attendance: Lynn Gainey, Joyce Smith, Liz Taylor-Selling, Emily Morris, Chris Jong, 
Ken Braly, JoMarie Faulkerson, Mark Van Meter, Catherine L. Green, Shaidu Kiven, 
Doreen O’Donovan, Dan Selling, Roberta Roberts, David Dean, Lila Jones, Dawn 
Waters, and Mary Edmund 

 
o Welcome & Announcements: 

• Holiday Party Saturday, December 13 - Back Nine Grill —RSVP 
through Sign Up Genius  

• FEMA website shutdown (since this meeting and reopening of 
government all FEMA independent study courses are back online) 
 

o Old Business: 
§ Updates to CERT Knock and Talk  and SC Surf Applications –  

o Ability for address lookups_— when you start an entry it will 
show optional addresses and you check the one you want 

o Disclaimer/suggestion to enter ~10 addresses before uploading 
to save battery life 

o Applications may be switched to Spanish 
o Will include a prompt to enter CERTs DSW ID number 

 
• Refresher Training (Dangers in Paradise) Event – Committee lead by 

Mark with support by Lynn and Liz to research ideas and report to 
group. Likely in Spring with only the hands-on review component. 

 
o Reports/Ongoing Discussion: 

• Shelter Exercise – Much discussion  -- 26 CERTs in attendance 
overall good exercise, CERTs performed well under Mark’s 
leadership, identified communication challenges. The County needs to 
improve preparedness, including better signage, pre-printed materials, 
use of radios and clear role identification. 
 

• Basic Training 
§ Live Oak Thursdays started Oct 30 ends Sat, Nov 22 

 
• Continuing Education — John Collins, Manager --Training 

§ Module 3, Live Oak, Wednesday, Nov 19 
§ Module 4, Live Oak, THURSDAY, Dec 18 
§ Sheriff’s Hints on Interfacing with Public – working 
§ Possible Exercise at Live Oak in Spring – Need date 
§ Stop the Bleed, Dec 6, 10am, Live Oak 
§ Knot Tying class/Mark Pavone - Dec 6, 1pm, Live Oak  
§ Stop the Bleed, Jan 10, 10am - Live Oak 
§ PG&E Utilities Safety – Sat, Jan 10, 1pm - Live Oak  

 
• Triage Game — Available to Team Leaders contact Mary 

 



o Team Leader Reports  
• Catherine L. Green, City of Santa Cruz  

§ Shared experiences with two recent community engagement 
opportunities --a church emergency preparedness fair and --a 
neighborhood block party where she connected with a Firewise 
representative.  

§ Successful triage game exercise was a very effective training 
tool. 

§ Planning a Team social event to reflect on year. 
§ Possible disconnect between city grant activities and existing 

community efforts. 
 

• Liz Taylor-Selling, Felton — Successful Halloween activities, a lot of 
tabling in November. 
 

• Emily Morris, Boulder Creek — Also helped with Felton’s Halloween 
activities.  

 
• Doreen O’Donovan, Aptos — Successful Triage Game exercise. 

Good group activity with hands-on and plenty of discussion with each 
activity lead by group member.  

 
• Lila Jones, Loma Prieta —  Attended meeting of Summit Community 

Leaders -  tabling Dec 6&7 – Inquired about Stop the Bleed Class in 
Loma Prieta 

 
• David Dean, Live Oak/Soquel — Last meeting reviewed CERT 

applications on Survey 123 and what went well with the Team this 
past year and do better for next year. Changing to quarterly Team 
meetings on Wednesday.  
            

o New Business  
• Planned Activation to provide traffic management for Second Harvest 

Food Distribution   
--Monday, November 17, 3:30-7:30 pm, SC Boardwalk 
--Thursday, November 20, 3:30-8:30pm, County Fairgrounds 
 

o Suggestions for Future Agenda  —  none 
 

o Staff Roundtable — no further comments 
 
NEXT MEETING Saturday, January 10  on zoom starting at 10am 

 


