
             CERT Auxiliary Working Group 
                        Saturday, January 10, 2026  

 
In attendance: Catherine L. Green, JoMarie Faulkerson, Lynn Gainey, Roberta Joiner, Liz Taylor-Selling, Dan Selling, 
Chris Jong, David Dean, Doreen O’Donovan, Mark Van Meter, Ken Braly, Eric Rubaker , Ruth Gantry, Joyce Smith and 
Maery Edmund 

 
o Welcome & Announcements: 

 
• Dee Baldwin new Sheriff’s Office representative 

 
o Old Business: 

 
• Refresher Training (Dangers in Paradise) Event – Committee lead by Mark with 

support by Lynn and Liz to research ideas and report to group. Likely in Spring 
with only the hands-on review component. 

§ Considering locations across the county. 
§ Remember to keep John Collins in the loop 

 
o Ongoing Discussion/Training: 

 
• Basic Training: In Santa Cruz starts Jan 20 and a weekend version in March 
• Continuing Education  

§ John Collins is working on Sheriff’s Hints on Interfacing with Public 
§ Possible Exercise at Live Oak in Spring 

o Need date 
o Look at supplies 

§ Knot For Life/Mark Pavone – Feb 8  9:30 -12, Live Oak  
MURS Radio/Roberta Joiner --_ Feb 8 1-3, Live Oak 

§ Triage Game — Available to Team Leaders contact 
Mary/certauxiliary@gmail.com 

§ Ham Radio License Class: https://bit.ly/ham26 
 

o Team Leader Reports  
• Felton: Did a MURS training in Dec. continues to have meetings. 
• Capitola/Soquel: 1st Quarterly meeting this week 
• Santa Cruz City: Social gathering in Dec. Participating the City of Santa Cruz has 

a resiliency grant process.\, working with City as group participant 
• Aptos/Central County: Will meet at the ARES Winter Field Day 
• Boulder Creek: Need a warming station and a charging station. Working with the 

Boulder Creek businesses to meet this need. OR3 is also talking about this 
need. Going to talk in Feb about electrical safety and backup power.  
 

o New Business  
• Use of SCsurf (Survey 123):  

§ CERT Council is developing policy on the app as they don’t want people 
to collect data if it’s dangerous.  

§ When you sign in now, you will be prompted to update. 
o Ability for address lookups_— when you start an entry it will show optional 

addresses and you check the one you want 
o Disclaimer/suggestion to enter ~10 addresses before uploading to save 

battery life 
o Applications may be switched to Spanish 
o Will include a prompt to enter CERTs DSW ID number 

 
• Changes to FEMA will likely cause an increased use of CERT. 
• How to get more people to team meetings.  

§ Remind far in advance 
§ Be consistent 
§ Aptos has had more participation since they got more volunteers at the 

two mobile home parks.  
§ Use a call-them-all reminder meeting 

 
o Suggestions for Future Agenda Items 

• Planning another traffic training course 
• Adding a 4th MURS channel 

 
 
 



o Staff Roundtable:  
• JoMarie: The CERT Auxiliary received some money for participating in the 

county Emergency Shelter Training--will use for future training and exercises. 
• We received new sandwich boards, and extra pop-ups will be in the storage. 
• There are extra-large backpacks. There was a suggestion to allow each time to 

suggest one person to give a pack to, to honor their service to the team. 
• Lynn Gainey: Article about how seniors are more likely to die in fires. 
• Robert Roberts: MURS and Firewise gathering HAM operators and they are 

mapping. 
• Ken Braly: A new volunteer, John Dill, is helping with the website. 
• Dan Selling: Would like to add a communication 4th channel.  

 
NEXT MEETING Saturday, February 14, 2026, on zoom starting at 10am 


